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Holiday Greetings
All of your friends and colleagues in the School 

of Economic Sciences wish you the very best this 
holiday season. We hope it is a wonderful and joyous 
time for you and your family.

Many of you continue to keep us informed of new 
developments in your careers and in your lives, and 
for that we are grateful. We very much appreciate 
hearing from our cherished alumni, friends, and 
colleagues. Receiving updates about how our alumni 
and friends are doing is one of the most rewarding 
aspects of our work. Please keep writing, and try 
to remember to include your e-mail address when 
you do. We were indeed thrilled to converse with 
many of you up close and personal when this year, 
at the School of Economic Sciences Alumni and 
Friends BBQ, attendance swelled to 200 alumni, 
friends, faculty, staff, and students, a 50% increase 
in attendance from the previous year! We have a 
new food menu and new activities planned for next 
year’s BBQ, during WSU Homecoming in the newly 
remodeled Ensminger Pavilion, to keep giving you 
additional reasons to come back and visit us in 
Pullman! Stay tuned…

We would like to express our deep appreciation to 
the many of you who have contributed financially 
to the School of Economic Sciences this past year. 
Your contributions support the school and its 
students in many ways. Undergraduate and graduate 
scholarships help students purchase books as well 
as other academic materials and supplies needed for 

their studies and, in some cases, make attendance 
at WSU possible for students who otherwise might 
not have been able to attend at all. Contributions 
also enhance the intellectual environment in the 
school by allowing us to bring many high-quality 
seminar speakers for the Bertha C. and Roy E. Leigh 
Distinguished Lecture in Economics, including 
Nobel Prize winners James Heckman (University of 
Chicago) this year and Dan McFadden (University 
of California, Berkeley), who visited last year. 
Donations also support high-quality teaching and 
scholarship, allowing the school to purchase much-
needed computer software and equipment and 
helping to support faculty and graduate student travel 
for professional development and research, among a 
long list of other important activities. We thank you 
in advance for any future contributions you consider 
making. We have enclosed a self-addressed envelope 
with possible funding areas listed.

We hope you enjoy reading about the progress 
and accomplishments of alumni, faculty, students, 
and staff in this issue of SESnews. All of us in the 
School of Economic Sciences wish you a peaceful, 
joyous, and prosperous New Year. Go Cougs!

Ron C. Mittelhammer, SES Director

Continuing a History of Excellence
Alumni and friends continue to ask us about the relationship between SES, the College of Business, and the College of Agricultural, Human, and 

Natural Resource Sciences. Since our merger in July 2004, SES has been housed fully in CAHNRS. There is no administrative relationship between SES and 
the College of Business. Many alumni and friends do not realize that donations made to the College of Business do not reach SES and do not benefit SES 
in any way. Those funds are utilized by the College of Business for its programs and faculty. If you want your donation to benefit the School of Economic 
Sciences, please designate SES specifically for any donations you make. You can then be assured that your generosity will work for continued excellence 
for our programs and faculty in economics, agricultural economics, agribusiness, and natural resource and environmental economics. We appreciate your 
continued support.

Many thanks to all who have contributed to the school’s development fund and to the endowment campaign to provide distinguished 
professorships, graduate fellowships, and undergraduate scholarships in the School of Economic Sciences. Your generous donations assure continued 
excellence of vital programs. The following listing is for the period November 1, 2006, through October 10, 2007. If we missed listing your donation, 
please accept our apologies and let us know of our oversight.

Benefactors
(Lifetime gifts of $100,000–$999,999)
Aurelia & Henry Buechel
Beulah Wilke

Platinum President’s Associates
(Annual gifts of $10,000 or more)
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories
Steffens Foundation

Crimson President’s Associates
(Annual gifts of $5,000–$9,999)
Donald Blayney
Monte & Carole Marti
Northern Charitable Trust Company
Bryan & Barbara Sakuma

President’s Associates
(Annual gifts of $1,000–$2,499)
Nancy Boettcher
Mark Bohnet
Cleve & Judith Borth
Gail & Marilyn Cramer
Richard & Nancy Dunford
Environmental Economics Services, Inc.
Robert Funk
Gordon Brothers Cellars
Jeff & Vicki Gordon
Irrigation Specialists
David & Patti Knowles
Paul & Karen Maughan
Ron & Linda Mittelhammer
Robert & Pamela Rosenman
Stephanie Schweitzer
Seattle Foundation
Randy & Maureen Shumway
State of Washington
Milton Steinmueller
Summit Group, LLC
Hildagard Van Voorthuizen & Christopher Maguire
Limin Yang & Xiaomei Chen

Bryan Society
(Annual gifts of $500–$999)
Robert Berney
Robert & Victoria Braden
Michael Brady
Mark & Nancy Brandon
Kenneth & Dorothy Casavant
Fabrizio Felloni
Frederick & Lianne Inaba
Quan Li
Vicki McCracken & William Pan
Larry Pederson & Joyce Dickinson
Michael Paterson
Ronald & Janet Pickering
Schneider Farms
Edward & Elizabeth Schneider
Laurence Smith
Wells Fargo Community Support

Tower Club and Sustaining
(Annual gifts up to $499)
Gilad Aharonovitz
Kathy Anderson
Matthew & Jennifer Arenchild
Linda Baker
Michael Barnes
James Barron & Karen Petersen
Raymond Batina
Sharon Baum
Theresa Irene Beckett
Nick & Mollie Beleiciks
Randall & Dawn Bennett
Aaron Benson
Dan & Pam Bernardo
Donald Bourgo
Glenndia Bridenbaugh
Jan Brookman
William & Robin Carter
Tiziano Cembali
Charles & Margaret Chambers
Steven & Hayley Chouinard
Sam Cordes
Katherine Countryman
Kurt & Leslie Dammeier
C. Duane Depping
Jennifer J. Dupuis
Frank Dooley & Pamela Hermes
Kenneth & Sandra Duft
Dunham Cellars
Kim Dupin
Danielle Engelhardt
Ken & Christine Eriksen
Mike & Karlynn Funk
Greg & Suzette Galinato
Bart & Shawna Gebers
Mark Gibson
Scott Goates
Timothy Graciano
David & Debra Habr
Dennis & Jan Hefner
Nickolas & Diana Hein
Herb Hinman
Charli Hochsprung
Mark Holmgren
Cheryl Homberger
Verne & Nancy House
Ray & Ann Huffaker
Joe & Kathleen Hurson
Eric Jessup
Wallace & Jennifer Kennedy
Margaret Kettwig
Sanjiv & Paula Khosla
F. Michael & Sally Kilpatrick
Norman & Marylee King
Mark & Patricia Kuzyk
Steven & Jane LePage
William & Linda Lyman
Jesse Lyon
Martin Ma
Thomas & Karen Marsh
Sylvia Martinez

Scott & Joanne Matulich
David Maughan & Cathleen Gleeson
Matthew & Jill McCluskey
Mike McCullough
Larry & Cheryl McDonald
Scott & Debbie McKinlay
Robert Mealey, Jr.
Almuhanad Melhim
Richard & Mary Munroe
Shannon & Holly Neibergs
A. Desmond & Sheila O’Rourke
R. Rodney & Charlotte Pakonen
Evgeniy Perevodchikov
Sean Phinney
Bruce & Jane Prenguber
Donn & Yoko Reimund
Thomas Roney & Keely Ball
Allan Schultz & Andrea Lubov
Schwab Fund For Charitable Giving
Kimberly Shelton
Sanatan Shreay
C. Richard & Janet Shumway
Tracy Silves
Damon & Lulu Smith
Trent Smith
Jennifer Steele
Merritt & Joanne Stegmeier
Jan Stone
David Syre
Robert & Vicki Thayer
Jodi Tolman
Victor Tremblay
Tracy Tribbett
Dwaine Umberger
Thomas & Bridget Wahl
Nanette Walkley
Phil Wandschneider
Hong Wang
Aaron Ward
Ben Weller
Norm & Cynthia Whittlesey
Elizabeth Wick
Christine Wieck
Izaak & Kynda Wierman
Jia Yan
Jon Yoder & Holly White
Douglas & Lillian Young
Steve Youngren
Shuoe-Yien Yu
Larry & Debora Zalaznik
Allan & Faye Zimmer

Have you signed our guestbook recently?
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Distinguished Professorship Update

Thank you for your generous support in helping to 
complete the Distinguished Professorship Endowment. 
We are now just $20,000 away from reaching minimum 
endowment level (counting pledges). Once this level is 
achieved, the endowment will produce an annuity stream 
of funds that will provide support for the research program 
of a Distinguished Professor in Agricultural and Resource 
Economics in perpetuity.

Faculty Honors

Ken Casavant and Eric Jessup received the 
Transportation Research Forum Best Paper in Agricultural 
and Rural Transportation Award.

Hayley Chouinard was honored as an Outstanding 
Mentor at WSU through the Women and Leadership 
Forum.

Tom Marsh was a visiting scholar at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis in 2007.

Jill McCluskey had a chapter published in Economics 
of Regulation of Agricultural Biotechnologies. This book 
received the American Agricultural Economics Association 
Quality of Communication Award for 2007.

Ron Mittelhammer was elected as the first-ever 
president of the Econometrics Section of the AAEA.

Jeff LaFrance, a new faculty member, was awarded 
AAEA Fellow status in 2007.

New Faculty Hires

Mark Gibson (’07 Ph.D. Univ. of Minnesota), Assistant 
Professor. Mark will teach doctorate-level international 
economics and macroeconomics. He studied under Tim 
Kehoe.

Heather Johnson (’00 Ph.D. Oklahoma State), 
Assistant Professor (non-tenure stream). Heather is a WSU 

alumna with a master’s in agricultural economics earned 
in 1996. Heather joined the IMPACT Center as a researcher 
and will teach an undergraduate course for SES. She 
previously was on the faculty at Texas Tech and worked in 
industry in Portland. She moved to the Palouse with her 
husband, Aaron Johnson, who is a new faculty member in 
Agricultural Economics at the University of Idaho.

Jeff LaFrance (’83 Ph.D. UC Berkeley), Professor. Jeff 
leaves a professorship at UC Berkeley to join SES. He is 
an internationally recognized expert in demand theory, 
consumer welfare, and the household impacts of food 
policy interventions. An award-winning researcher, he has 
published widely in journals such as the Journal of Economic 
Theory, Journal of Econometrics, and American Journal of 
Agricultural Economics.

Bidisha Mandal (’07 Ph.D. Ohio State), Assistant 
Professor and Health Extension Economist. Bidisha will 
teach health economics. Her advisor was Brian Roe.

Jennifer Steele (’07 Ph.D. Univ. of Texas, Austin), 
Assistant Professor. Jennifer will teach microeconomic 
theory and international trade. She conducts research 
in economic development. She studied under Max 
Stinchcombe.

Mykel Taylor (expected ’08 Ph.D. NC State), Assistant 
Professor and Health Extension Economist. A native of 
Montana, Mykel gained experience in extension at Kansas 
State University. She has already published four academic 
journal articles. Her advisor is Nick Piggot.

Jia Yan (’02 Ph.D. UC Irvine) Assistant Professor. 
Jia was previously an assistant professor at Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University and a scientist at ChoiceStream Inc. 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Jia will teach transportation 
economics. A talented econometrician, Jia has authored a 
number of articles including one in Econometrica.

The attached envelope 
can be used to make your 
contribution or pledge or you 
can go to www.ses.wsu.edu 
and click on “I Want to Give.”



SES Highlights
Nate Asplund (’85 B.S. AgEc) returned to BNSF Railway after several years 

working on international projects with Crowley Maritime. He lives in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

Robert Aycock (’98 B.S. AgBus) is currently a branch manager and assistant 
vice president with Banner Bank in Yakima and travels around the 
Northwest as a 4-H horse judge.

Amanda Beardslee (’04 B.S. AgEc) is employed at Sterling Savings Bank in 
Colfax, Washington.

Ray Bower (’70 B.S. AgEc) is with WPX Courier LLC in Auburn, Washington.
David Broomhall (’87 M.A. AgEc) is a chief counsel with the IRS in Laguna 

Niguel, California.
Jerry Brummond (’76 B.A. Econ) is an attorney in Newport Beach, 

California.
Tracy (Lint) Burke (’03 B.S. AgBus) is with NW Farm Credit Services in 

Spokane, Washington. She was recently married to Brendan Burke.
Oumou Camara (’99 M.A. AgEc) completed a doctorate at MSU in 2004. She 

is with IFDC in Muscle Shoals, Alabama.
Andy Cavalletto (’05 B.A. AgEc) is with Prudential California Realty in 

Solvang, California.
Jason Champoux (’97 B.S. AgEc) is with HR Spinner Corp. in Yakima, 

Washington, in the field of PNW fresh fruit and vegetable packaging.
Kerry Clift (’96 B.S. AgEc) is with The Kern Co. in Kittitas, Washington.
Desirae (Jones) Coe (’05 B.A. AgBus) is with the U.S. Forest Service in 

Tonasket, Washington.
Susan (Waldher) Collins (’90 B.S. AgEc) is with MWI Veterinary Supply in 

Meridian, Idaho.
Marco Costanigro (’07 Ph.D. Econ) is an assistant professor at Colorado 

State University. Marco and Lisa are the proud parents of a baby daughter, 
Alba, born on August 27, 2007.

Doug Cox (’93 B.A. AgBus) is with American West Bank. He is involved in 
the Pullman Kiwanis, and is an avid Cougar and Buffett fan. Doug says 
his residence is open to past alumni and friends for event weekends in 
Pullman.

Fred Cox III (’80 B.S. Econ) is with the FSC Financial Group in Spokane, 
Washington.

Aaron DeHaan (’05 B.S. AgBus) is with Alltech in Amarillo, Texas.
Karl DeRuwe (’74 B.S. AgEc) is with Western Farm Service in Othello, 

Washington.
Dustin DeVries (’97 B.S. AgBus) and wife, Lisa, live in Lake Conroe, Texas. 

Dustin founded Falcon Professional Resources, a professional search and 
placement company.

Nim Dorji (’96 B.S. AgEc) is a tour business operator in Bhutan.
Ted Doty (’70 Ph.D. AgEc) works in research administration with MSD 

Finland in Luumaki, Finland.
Lynn Elder (’67 B.S. AgEc) is secretary-treasurer of Elder Farms in Toppenish, 

Washington.
Ed Estes (’79 Ph.D. AgEc) is a professor at North Carolina State University.
Lindsey Failor (’07 B.A. Econ), a participant in SES’s Italy Abroad Program, 

writes that she had an amazing time on her trip to Florence. She is now a 
financial analyst at Boeing in Seattle.

Jill Findeis (’82 Ph.D. AgEc) is a professor at Pennsylvania State University.
Keith Freeman (’83 B.A. Econ) is with Emerald Harbor Marine in Seattle, 

Washington.
Erin Fuhrer (’06 B.A. AgEc) received the 2007 Washington State 

Conservation Commission’s South Central Area Employee of the Year 
award.

Bart Gebers (’94 B.S. AgEc MA) is with McQuaig & Welk PLLC in 
Wenatchee, Washington, and is a member of SES’s Friends Committee.

Mark Grassel (’87 M.A. AgEc) is an orchard and vineyard manager for the 
Department of Natural Resources, overseeing the lease administration on 
9,000+ acres of tree fruits and 4,000 acres of vineyard in nine counties in 
eastern Washington.

Charles Hafenbrack (’76 B.S. AgEc) is with GLY Construction in Bellevue, 
Washington.

Jeff Hanson (’87 Ph.D. AgEc) is with Access Group in Wilmington, Delaware.
Keva Herron (’05 B.S. AgEc) is with Tri State Seed in Connell, Washington.
Michael Hodgin (’76 B.S. AgEc) is with Kids Northwest in Bellingham, 

Washington.
Tyre Holfeltz (’04 M.A. AgEc) has recently taken a job with the State of Utah 

as their southeast area National Fire Plan and Sovereign Lands coordinator 
and is based out of Moab, Utah.

John Kuhlman (’48 B.A.) is an emeritus professor and lives in Weaverville, 
North Carolina.

NEWS FROM ALUMNI
Jeunglak Lee (’93 Ph.D. Econ) is with GAIA C&I in Seoul, Korea.
Albert LeMay (’92 B.A. Econ) lives in Attleboro, Massachusetts and is with 

Envisasoft Inc. in Belfair, Washington.
Sylvia (Mendez) Martinez (’01 B.A. Econ) received her doctorate from 

the University of Kansas and is an assistant professor at the University of 
Colorado. She says, “My interest in research and the professoriate began at 
WSU when I was selected as a McNair Achievement Scholar and had the 
opportunity to work with Dr. Fred Inaba in the Department of Economics 
on a summer research project.”

Erin McCary (’05 B.S. AgBus) is with NW Farm Credit in Pasco, Washington. 
She will marry fellow Cougar Sam Kniveton in November 2007.

Lillie McComb (’06 M.A. AgEc) is a budget analyst for the USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency.

Scott McKinlay (’80 B.A. Econ) is with Smurfit-Stone Container in Portland, 
Oregon.

Danna Moore (’88 Ph.D. AgEc) is associate director of Social and Economic 
Sciences Research Center at WSU.

Adrian Mukhebi (’81 Ph.D. AgEc) is executive director of the Kenya 
Agricultural Commodity Exchange. He was feted with the exemplary 
Ashoka Award for social entrepreneurship last year. In 2004, his “out-of-
the-box” organization was a nominee for the Mashariki Innovations in 
Local Governance award by the UN. He was nominated for the American 
Biographical Institute’s Man of the Year in 2006.

Craig Nuthak (’92 B.S. AgEc) is with Wilbur Ellis in Twin Falls, Idaho.
Fanny Nyaribo-Roberts (’89 Ph.D. AgEc) is a tax policy specialist with the 

Washington Department of Revenue in Olympia, Washington.
Quinton Pike (’05 M.A. AgBus) is with Cargill in Minnetonka, Minnesota.
Sunder Raghavan (’95 Ph.D. Econ) is an associate professor at Embry Riddle 

University in Daytona Beach, Florida.
Clifford Ridgway (’72 B.A. Econ) is employed at Seattle Savings Bank in 

Seattle, Washington.
Joe Roop (’73 Ph.D. Econ) recently retired but works part-time for Pacific 

Northwest National Laboratory in Richland, Washington.
Scott Schwisow (’86 B.S. AgEC) is with Concur in Redmond, Washington.
Richard Shane (’75 Ph.D. AgEc) will retire in December from South Dakota 

State University after 11 years as chair of economics and having served 
higher education for 30 and a half years.

Jeff Sonderman (’80 B.A. Econ) is with Fiserv–Summit Information Systems 
in Corvallis, Oregon.

Jack Spratt (’05 B.A. Econ) recently completed a master’s degree from OSU 
and is now attending the University of Denver Sturm College of Law.

Michael Stolp (’96 B.S. AgBus) is with NW Farm Credit in Spokane, 
Washington.

Chad Steiner (’00 B.S. AgEc) writes from North Carolina that “living in the 
Carolinas has allowed us to soak in a lot of history, but doesn’t compare to 
fall football with the Cougars.”

Randy Summers (’74 B.A. Econ) and Karen have three grown sons. They 
spent a lot of time in the United Kingdom last summer and attended the 
21st World Jamboree of Scouts at Chelmsford.

Stephanie Swannack (’04 M.A. AgBus) is with Catalina Marketing in 
Irvine, California. In June she received an MBA from the University of 
California, Davis.

Dan Taylor (’82 Ph.D. AgEc) has been on the faculty at Virginia Tech for 26 
years. His wife Barbara (’82 M.A. AgEc) is with the Center for Economic 
Education at Radford University.

Bob Thayer (’76 M.A. AgEc) is with FedEx Freight in Eugene, Oregon.
Doug Thomas (’87 B.S. AgEc) is with Bellingham Cold Storage. He is a WSU 

Foundation Board Trustee, WSU Athletic Foundation WSDC member, and 
WSU Pi Kappa Alpha alumni board member, to name a few. He says he had 
the best four years of his life at WSU.

James Weed (’97 B.A. Econ) and family are in Geneva, Switzerland, for three 
to five years while James works as a global economist with Cargill.

Andy and Lori (McRae) Williams (both ’03 B.S. AgEc) recently 
announced the birth of their first child, Alyssa Ruby. Andy is an agriculture 
instructor at Lind High School and Lori is with NW Farm Credit.

Rick Williams (’89 B.S. AgEc) is with USDA/Risk Management Agency in 
Spokane, Washington.

Steve Wingert (’71 B.A. Econ) writes, “After 30 years of overseas assignments 
on major petro/chemical engineering and construction projects in China, 
Chile, Canada, South Korea, Kuwait, Venezuela, Thailand, and Kazakhstan, 
I have returned to the Fluor home office in Aliso Viejo, California, to my 
wife and five children and a more leisurely life.”Is helping to assure high-quality agricultural and economics programs at WSU in your estate plan?

SES GRADUATES
(December 2005, May 2006, and August 2006)

Doctorates

Junfei Bai, Consumers’ Preferences for Dairy Products in Alternative Food 
Store Formats in China. Major Professor: Wahl.

Aaron Benson, Essays in Environmental and Natural Resource Policy. Major 
Professors: Huffaker, Marsh.

Xiaomei Chen, Agricultural Risk Management Decisions Modeling for the 
U.S. Northwest. Major Professor: Wang.

Marco Costanigro, Product Characteristics & Reputation Effects in the Wine 
Market. Major Professor: McCluskey.

Ying Hu, Sensory Influences on Consumers’ Willingness to Pay: The Apple 
and Cherry Markets. Major Professor: McCluskey.

Yucan Liu, Risk, Induced Innovation, and Productivity Convergence in US 
Agriculture. Major Professor: Shumway.

Rajitkanok “Amy” Puenpatom, Effects of Thai Healthcare Policy on 
Household Demand, Hospital Efficiency and Household Earnings. Major 
Professor: Rosenman.

Tosmai Puenpatom, Three Essays on Demand for Freight Transportation: 
Optimization, Spatial Econometrics and Parametric Estimation. Major 
Professor: Casavant.

Xingguo Zhang, Distributionally Neutral Rationalization. Major Professor: 
Matulich.

Zishun Zhao, Dynamics of Agricultural Commodity Production and 
Consumption: Implications for Invasive Species Management. Major  
Professor: Wahl.

Master’s Degrees

Clark Bishop, The Economics of Anaerobic Digestion. Major Professor: 
Shumway.

Nick Crain, Are Florida Physicians Substituting Bankruptcy Protection for 
Private Malpractice Insurance? Major Professor: Rosenman.

Hassan Dammas, Producer Incentives to Repay Agricultural Loans in Saudi 
Arabia. Major Professor: Duft.

Suzanne Davis, U.S. Dollar Depreciation and the U.S.-Japanese Trade 
Balance. Major Professor: Rosenman.

Jamie Everett, Examining the Effects of Entering a Global Airline Alliance on 
Total Passenger and Total Freight Volume. Major Professor: Casavant.

Hamilton Galloway, Projections of Washington-British Columbia Trade 
and Traffic by Commodity, Route and Border Crossings. Major Professor: 
Jessup.

Xiaotian Geng, Washington Hay Market Price Analysis. Major Professor: 
Neibergs.

Divye Kumar, Analysis of Consumer Response to Biotechnology in India. 
Major Professor: Wahl.

Adam McCoy, Motivations of Remittances. Major Professor: Nziramasanga.

Dustin Walton, Time Series Analysis of the Impact of Social Security on 
Consumption. Major Professor: Batina.

Erin Jackson Wilmot, Effects of Generic Advertisement on Demand: The 
Case of the Washington State Apple Commission. Major Professor: Chouinard.

Moving On

Rod Fort, Professor, Sports Management, University of Michigan

Tom Wahl, Department Chair, Department of Agribusiness and Applied 
Economics, North Dakota State University

Holly Wang, Associate Professor, Agricultural Economics, Purdue University

The Alumni and Friends Weekend was held October 6, 2007, and 
attendance was exceptional. Alumni and emeriti interacted with current 
students and faculty members just before kickoff of the Arizona State 
football game. Entertaining auctions and raffles generated $4,554 for 
the SES Excellence/Development Fund. Next year’s event will be during 
Homecoming, September 27, 2008, when the Cougars take on the 
Oregon Ducks. Check our Web site for reservation information.

SES UNDERGRADUATES

Bachelor of Arts in Economics

Arash Abdi, Sofia Ali, Scott Anderson, Justin Brown, Seth Caudill, Ben Colter, 
Russell Cornell, Randi Croyle, Scott Dirksen, Andrew Dorsett, Aika Emoto, 
Lindsey Failor, Joseph Ferrigno, Timothy Freeburg, Graeme Friedrich, Douglas 
Hatten, Bryce Holzer, Karen Howell, Andrew Hudgens, John Hurliman, Jin 
Kim, So-Eun Kim, Jefferson Kinnay, Kwanmin Lee, Sunny McGrath, Kira 
McKeon, Alex Medeiros, Takashi Mita, Christopher Montes, Aaron Morris, 
Rizwan Quraishi, Laura Ripley, Thomas Rolling, Camron Schwarmann, Chris 
Severtsen, Saut Sinaga, Brendan Thomas, Mark Seiler, Kurt Thatcher, Kenneth 
Ufford, Yu-Chien Wang, Scot Webb, Jeffrey Will, Wai Wong, Sy-Wei You Chen

Bachelor of Science in Agribusiness

Kelvin Plagerman

Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics

Shawn Larson, Lyndenn Avery Virnig

Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics and 
Management

Kailan Dunn, Sara Grotzke, Meagan Kaufman, Kacey Kiehn

Bachelor of Science in Environmental and Resource 
Economics and Management

John Cary, Rita Lopez, Joanna Pierce

Guest Speakers

Theo Eicher, University of Washington, presented “Trade Creation and 
Diversion Revisited: Accounting for Model Uncertainty and Natural Trading 
Partner Effects.”

Roger Feldman, University of Minnesota, presented “Consumer Directed 
Health Plans.”

Gautam Gowrisankaran, Washington University, St. Louis and NBER, 
presented “Learning and the Value of Information: Evidence from Health Plan 
Report Cards” (with Michael Chernew and Dennis Scanlon).

James Heckman, Nobel Laureate, University of Chicago, 2007 Leigh Lecture 
speaker, on Thursday, November 29, 2007.

Kevin Henrickson, Gonzaga University, presented “If You Can’t Take 
the Heat, Get Out of the Region: Spatial Competition and Strategic Firm 
Relocation.”

Karl Storchmann, Whitman College, presented “Using a Hedonic Model of 
Solar Radiation to Assess the Economic Effect of Climate Change: The Case of 
Mosel Valley Vineyards” (with Orley Ashenfelter).

Economic Issues and Outlook

“Bioenergy and Agriculture”

The conference will be held in Pasco, Washington, on December 6–7, 2007. 
Dr. Chang Mook Sohn, director of the WA Economic and Revenue Forecast 
Council, will be the luncheon speaker on economic outlook. Dr. John Gardner, 
vice president of economic development and extension at WSU, will give the 
dinner keynote address. For further information on this conference, see  
www.ses.wsu.edu/SES_Events/AnnualConf07/main.htm.

SES Advisory Committees

We greatly appreciate the alumni and friends who have 
tirelessly served and those who continue to serve on the school’s 
advisory committees. Current committee members are:

Friends Development Committee: Monte Marti, chair, Bruce 
Prenguber, vice chair, Nick Campos, Bart Gebers, Eric Jessup, 
Duane Leigh, Jesse Lyon, Toby Paterson, Larry Pederson, LeRoy 
Rogers, Leslie Roy, Robert Thayer, Tracy Tribbett, and Hildagard 
Van Voorthuizen.

SES Advisory Committee: Kurt Dammeier, Willem Drost, 
David Knowles, Denny LeMaster, Monte Marti, Fred Mills, 
Sean Phinney, Bryan Sakuma, Stephanie Schweitzer, and Victor 
Tremblay.

Rawlins Returns

Lane Rawlins, president emeritus of WSU, returned to 
the faculty in the School of Economic Sciences after serving 
seven years as WSU’s ninth president. Dr. Rawlins will teach 
a section of EconS 102, Fundamentals of Macroeconomics, 
in the 2008 spring semester.

Biofuels Initiative

Economists in the School of Economic Sciences are leading 
a large research project on biofuels. This study is mandated by 
the Washington State Legislature to provide lawmakers with 
information and recommendations about these emerging 
markets. The WSU team is directed to provide legislators with 
recommendations on how to design market incentives and how 
to allocate public research and support for industry development. 
A final report is due in December 2008. As well as researchers 
from the school, the team includes others from the WSU 
Extension Energy Program, Department of Biological Systems 
Engineering, and Center for Sustaining Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. Jonathan Yoder and Philip Wandschneider of the 
School of Economic Sciences are leading this project.

In Passing

Please see www.ses.wsu.edu/people/inmemoriam.htm for 
life tributes to our recently deceased faculty (Jeff Krautkraemer, 
Wallace Rehberg, and Robert Wallace).

Italy Study Abroad Program

In spring semester, SES offered its second study abroad 
program in Florence, Italy. This on-going faculty-led program 
focuses on global natural resource education. Eleven students 
spent 13 weeks living and studying in Florence. Students 
enrolled in four courses, two with WSU faculty and two with 
Italian professors, and earned 13 WSU credits. The courses 
covered the economics of global resources, historical and current 
economic importance of natural resources in the area around 
Florence, development of environmental policy in the European 
Union (EU), and beginning Italian. Students had the opportunity 
to visit the operations of many different players in natural 
resource use around the area, including wineries, cheese and 

meat processors, olive orchards, and the EU commission office 
in Parma. Apartment living allowed the students to experience 
Italian life to the fullest. They learned the names of the local 
shop keepers and how to cook pasta to perfect al dente. Upon 
reflection of the program after returning to Pullman, Lindsey 
Failor wrote “I would say this is the best WSU experience a 
student could ever get. I really felt like you all helped me truly 
grow as a student, an economist, and as a person in general.”

Visiting Faculty

Dr. Ahmad Zubaidi Baharumshah (Ph.D. University 
of Illinois) is a visiting Fulbright scholar from the Universiti 
Putra Malaysia (UPM) where he teaches econometrics, 
macroeconomics, and international economics. He is currently 
deputy dean of research and graduate studies at the Faculty of 
Economics and Management, and head program/research fellow 
at the Institute of Mathematical Research (INSPEM) at UPM.

Faculty Updates

Vicki McCracken returned to her roots in SES in 2007. She is 
teaching EconS 311, Introductory Econometrics. Vicki joined the 
Ag Econ faculty (now SES) in 1984 after receiving her doctorate 
from Purdue. She moved into the administrative ranks in 1994, 
most recently serving as assistant vice president/vice provost for 
enrollment services.

Ken Duft retired after 40 years as an extension economist 
with WSU. Always the horse lover, Ken delivered his official 
retirement letter on horseback, in full cowboy garb, to Director 
Mittelhammer on the Hulbert Hall patio.

Ray Folwell retired after 39 years on the faculty and CAHNRS 
administration.

Dave Holland retired after 34 years on the faculty at WSU. 
Dave was on a Fulbright in Chile during 2006–07.

Kudos—Graduate Students

Joshua Berning, Armen Markosyan, and Adrienne Ohler 
received WAEA travel grants.

Faysal Fahs received the GPSA Teaching Assistant Excellence 
Award for the second year in a row.

Hamilton Galloway and Hayk Khachatryan were 
awarded registration grants from GPSA for the Transportation 
Research Forum in Boston, and the International Agribusiness 
Management Association conference in Parma, Italy.

Sean Murphy received a travel grant from WSU’s Graduate 
School for the Eastern Economic Conference in New York.

Mike McCullough and Cory Walters received AAEA 
Graduate Student Travel Grants to the AAEA meetings in 
Portland, Oregon, in the summer of 2007.

Lia Nogueira was awarded a special research grant from the 
AAEA Foundation to further her research on the economics of 
sanitary and phytosanitary regulations in the Washington state 
apple industry.

New SES graduate student association officers for 2007–08 
are Evgeniy Perevodchikov, president, Joel Michalski, vice 
president, and Hayk Khachatryan, treasurer.


